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Florida’s Early Hearing Detection & Intervention (EHDI) Program 

What is EHDI?  

 Florida’s EHDI program, in conjunction with the Newborn Screening Program and Early Steps, 
provides a comprehensive statewide screening and referral system. 

 The EHDI program collects hearing screening data from birthing hospitals and birth centers and 
follows-up with the parents and health care providers of newborns who did not pass the initial 
screen. 

 The EHDI program includes hearing screening, audiological diagnostic evaluation and early 
intervention 

 Technical assistance and training are provided to hospitals, audiologists, and primary care 
physicians to ensure quality newborn hearing screenings and reporting. 

Meet your EHDI Partners:  

 Jessica Meyer, MSW, EHDI Program Coordinator 

 Nikema T. Peterson, MPH, EHDI Program Data Analyst 

 Margaret Waterman (Peggy), MA, Newborn Hearing Screening Hospital Educator            

 Teryl Camus, AuD, Audiology Resource Coordinator 

 Felicia Clowers, Human Services Program Specialist 

 Harriet Hinson-Charlton, Follow-up Coordinator 

 Ericka Horne, MPH Follow-up Coordinator  

 Jatarra Bradley, Follow-up Coordinator 

 Miranda Nerland, EHDI Parent Advocate 

 

Florida’s 1-3-6 Goals: 

With the goal of ensuring that every child with hearing loss is identified before 3 months of age and 
provided with appropriate intervention by 6 months of age, Florida’s EHDI program continues to ensure 
accurate tracking and data management of newborn hearing screening programs throughout the state. 
Receiving screening and diagnostic data from hospitals and audiologists is critical to ensure Florida’s 
infants and toddlers receive timely early intervention, and to ensure Florida is accurately represented on 
the national EHDI scale.  
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What’s new with EHDI? 

Audiologists, have you heard the news?  *SAVE TIME & REPORT ONLINE* 

 Audiologists can now report diagnostic test results online through eReports!  
o Email eReports@Flhealth.gov to activate your account (if you already report screenings) 

to include diagnostics or if you need a new account set up for diagnostic reporting only 

 A quick “how to” guide for eReports diagnostic reporting is available for you.  

 Teryl Camus AuD, recently joined the Florida EHDI program as the Audiology Resource 
Coordinator.  Please contact her for audiology related assistance: Teryl.Camus@flhealth.gov or 
call (850) 404-4204.   

 Your feedback & suggestions are welcomed to help strengthen our commitment to Florida’s 
pediatric audiologists! 

Family Support Collaboration 

The Florida Newborn Hearing Screening/EHDI Program has partnered with the Parent Infant Program, an 
outreach program of The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, to provide expanded services for 
families with infants and toddlers who are newly diagnosed as Deaf or Hard of Hearing.  

These services include: 

 Parent-to-Parent Support through the Parent Empowerment Program initiative 
o Parent support is provided by Parent Leaders who themselves are parents of children who are 

deaf or hard of hearing and are specially trained to help parents navigate the emotions, the 
questions, and the logistics of parenting a deaf or hard of hearing child.   
 

 Deaf Mentor Program 
o This program pairs families that have questions about deafness with deaf adults from varying 

communication modalities and backgrounds. 
o Families are provided the opportunity to meet with a deaf adult and ask questions without 

fear of judgement. 
o Opportunities to explore Deafness as a culture and American Sign Language are available.  

 
 Regional Learning Communities 

o Groups are being formed around the state with stakeholders of the EHDI Program: parents, 
pediatric health care professionals from various organizations, clinicians, care coordinators, 
early intervention professionals, and education professionals. The purpose is to increase the 
knowledge and engagement of pediatric health care professionals and families as well as to 
identify regional gaps and barriers for infants and toddlers who are deaf or hard of 
hearing.  Together we will work towards closing gaps and improving access to services that 
address early access to communication and language. 

 
For more information on any of these new initiatives, please contact Jennifer Cato, Director of Early 
Intervention-D/HH, Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, at catoj@fsdbk12.org. 
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COVID-19 
 
Thank you to all the healthcare facilities and hearing care providers who worked to ensure every newborn 
received a newborn hearing screening during these difficult and challenging few months.   

 Inpatient newborn hearing screenings are considered an essential service in Florida, as well as 
nationally, during the COVID – 19 public health emergency.  

 Current guidelines for Florida Newborn Hearing Screening can be found here.  

 Babies that do not pass at the hospital, should be referred for outpatient testing, but it may be 
some time before they are able to be scheduled. It’s important for their PCP to be involved to 
ensure appropriate follow through with diagnosis if needed.  

 
Hands & Voices (H&V) has developed a dedicated webpage to support their partners through the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The detailed list of information is broken down into categories: Family support for 
parents and caregivers, education, e-learning and accessibility.  Inspiring stories from DHH individuals 
and parents, children’s safety, and more. https://www.handsandvoices.org/covid-19.html 
 

The National Center for Hearing Assessment and Management (NCHAM) has also developed a number 
of resources related to COVID-19, including updated scripts for newborn hearing screeners, guidance 
from professional organizations, and tips for hospitals and healthcare practices to keep people safe.  

 


